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1. 



2. 
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4. 



The applicant is hereby notified that International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the . 
international preliminary report on patentability and its annexes, if any, established on the international application* 

A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication to all 
the elected Offices. 

♦ - . * * 

Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau wiD prepare an English translation of the report 
(but not of any aimexes) and will transmit such translations to those Offices. 

REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations 
and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 39(1)) (see also the 
rensinder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

" * * - ' 

Where a translatioii of the interiiational application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain 
a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary report on patentability. It is the apphcant*s responsibility 
to prepare and furnish such translation directly to. each elected Office concerned.. 

For fiirth^ details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the PCT 

Applicant's Guide, 

• * • . » 

The applicant's attention is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive step and 
industrial appUcabiUty described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of international prelinunary 
examination and that "any Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the purposes of deciding 
whether, in that State, the claimed invention is patentable or not" (see also Article 27(5)). Such additional criteria may 
relate, for example, to exemptions tirom patentability, requirements for enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the 
claims. 
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Applicant 
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llltl 



lary Examining 



J This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preli 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet • ' 

3. Hiis report is also acconopanied by ANNEXES, congprising: 

a- |X| (sentto the applicant and to the International Bureau) a tota^ 9 sheets, as follows: 

|x| sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or 
sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Riile 70. 16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment diat goes beyond 
the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I aiid the Siqsplemental 
Box. 

■ 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate tyjpe and numbeF of electronic cmier(s)) ; containing 

a sequence listing and/or table related tiiereto, in electronic tonn only, as indicated in the Si^plemental iSox Relating to 
Sequence Listing (see Section 802 oif the Administrative Instmctions).. 



b. 



□ 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following itemis: 



|Xj. Box No. I 
f~] Box No. n 
I I Box No. m 
p] Box No. IV 
fxl Box No, V 



I } Box No. VI 
rn BoxNc Vn 
I I BoxNo.Vm 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive.step aiid industrial appUcabihty 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apphcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

. • • • 

Certain defects in the international application 

_ . * * 

Certain observations oil the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 
12 August 2005 

Name and mailing address of the IPEA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 
PO BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail address: pct@ipau5traIia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 



Date of completion of this report 
23 January 2006 



Authorized Ofiicer 

MARIE-ANIsnE FAM 
Telephone No. (02) 6283 2254 



1 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover sheet) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Intemational application No. 

PCT/SG2005/000051 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on: 

|x| 'Hie intemational application in the language in which it was £Qed 

I I A translation of the intenaational application into » which is the language of a 

translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I I intemational search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23. r(b)) 

■ • 

j J pubhcationof the intemational application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

I [ intemational preliminary examination (Rules 55,2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to &e elements of &e intemational application, this report is based ou. (r€placement sheets which have been 
Jumished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ^originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report)v 

[ I the intemational application as originally filed/iumished 

* • • * 

X I the description: 

. pages 1-5, 7-19 as originally filed/iumished 

pages'^ 6 . received by this Authority on 15 August 2005 withtheletterof 12 August 2005 . 
pages* received by this Authority on withtheletterof 

Xl the claims: 






xl the drawings: 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages*- as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* 20-27 received by this Authority on ,15 August 2005 with the letter of 12 August 2005 
pages* received by this Authority on wifli the letter of 

pages 1/10-10/10 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on withtheletterof 
. pages* received by this Authority on' withtheletterof 

f~] a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

" I I the claims, Nos. . 

( I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any tabie(s) related to the sequeiice listing (specify): 

4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

niade, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as fUed, as indicated in the Si^lemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

{ I the description, pages 

|. I the claims^ Nos. 

[ I the drawings, sheets/figs 

j I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded, " ^" 



Fomi PCT/lPEA/409 (Box No. 1) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 


InteinatioDal application No. 


• ■ 

• 


PCr/SG2005/00005 1 


— " • ' . • 

Box No. y Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) With regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

- 


1 f^tatpment 




iNOveiiy \!>i) Ciauns X-dd 


VTTQ 
X JC/O 

• • 


- . • ■ . . . • 

Claims - 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) . Claims 1-55 


■YES- 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial aDolicabiiitv ^lA^ • r^aimQ 1 -.^^v 


YES 


Claims ^ 


NO 


2. Citations and explanatioi^. (Rule 70.7) . 


• * 


Noveltv and Inventive Step 




} The following documents were identified in the search report: 


• 


Dl Biophysical Chemistry . 


• • 


P2 Biotechnology and Bioengineering 

• 


• 


• • 

The present invention relates to methods for predicting crystallisation conditions for proteins and other 
biomacromolecuies. Current methods for idetennining these conditions, usually employ the second virial 
coefficient B22. However this coefficient is based only on intermplecular interactions and ^h 
provide reliable results. 


In contrast, the present invention uses methods that are based on both intermolecular interactions and kinetic 
effects. In particular, the methods monitor changes in surface tension and/or siirface press^ This enables 
crystaiUsation conditions to bq predicted with greater reliability. Neither Dl nor p2 discloses methods as 
defined by the present claims. Consequently claims 1-55 are considered novel and inventive in view of tiie prior 
art. ■ 

' * ' . ■■ • ■ , ' 


Industrial Anplicabilitv 

• 




Claims 1-55 meet the requirements for industrial applicability. 

• . * « ■ 

* 

• 

• 

• 


* 

• 

■ * 
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